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FALL MIGRATION 


The second half of Septem- 
characterized by a fair 

waves with northwest 
winds, notably on 
September 24-25, 
September 30-Oc- 
tober 3, October 
10-12, October 22- 
23. The balance of 
the fall was gen- 
erally very mild, 
with severe north- 
east gales on Oc- 
tober 21, 28 and November 21-22. 

A broad summary of the effects of these condi- 
tions on the birds and the efforts of the observers is 
as follows: The excellent land-bird migration of 
August and the first half of September was con- 
tinued into mid-October; on October 1, for instance, 
the record list of 106 species was made in Essex 
County. The second half of October and all of 
November were relatively uneventful and colorless. 
There was a marked tendency for the land-bird 
migrants to depart southward early, with numer- 
ous belated stragglers because of mi'd weather. 
On the other hand, the winter sea-fowl were very 
late in reaching normal numbers. The numerous 
gales, which did much damage along the coast, 
produced little or nothing of ornithological in- 
terest. 

Handicaps to observation were the greatly pro- 
longed shooting season, and the impossibility of 
visiting outstanding localities like Monomoy, which 
is now an‘ island on two counts. It is entirely pos- 
sible that history will repeat itself, and that for 
years to come the weekly trips to the Point by 
busses with balloon tires to study the great con- 
centrations of sea-fowl and shore birds will be an 
impossibility. We know nothing this year of the 
gatherings of eiders, scoters, old-squaws, etc., at 
this famous station. 

A brief statement 
“hurricane” birds. 


BOSTON REGION 
ber and October were 
number of marked cool 


should be made about the 
The skimmer invasion began 


to decline early in October, but scattered flocks 
lingered on throughout the month, the last record 
being three immature at Newburyport on Novem- 
ber 8. The laughing gulls also lingered north in 
unusual numbers until late October. The Caspian 
terns moved on promptly, and all the other south- 
ern stragglers disappeared a few days after the 
hurricane. 

Ducks—A very poor and disappointing flight of 
all the fresh water species for the third year in 
succession. It would appear that the small north- 
eastern contingent of pintail and green-winged 
teal reached a peak some years ago and have been 
steadily declining since. The rapid increase of the 
continental duck population in recent years is not 
reflected at all in eastern Massachusetts. On the 
other hand, there was a good flight of Canada 
geese and buffle-head and ruddy ducks continued 
their increase in a marked manner. 

Hawks—No really good flights of buteos and a 
few goshawks only in the interior at favored places 
like Mt. Tom. The sparrow hawk was notably 
scarce throughout. An immature golden eagle at 
Cliff Pond, Brewster on November 26 (Cahoon, 
Cottrell, Griscom). 

Rails—Excellent flight of soras. More coot than 
usual. A number of gallinules, some lingering very 
late. 

Shore birds—Fine late flights of several species: 
black-bellied plover, peak of over 1000 on Cape 
Cod, mid-October; greater yellow-legs, 165 on Cape 
Cod, mid-October; knot, 150-175, mid-October, Es- 
sex County and Cape Cod; red-backed sandpiper, 
heavy flight from late October (600+ Essex County) 
to late November on Cape Cod (1500+); an un- 
precedented flight of white-rumped sandpipers from 
late October to November 25 (40-75 daily in favor- 
able localities), ordinarily only a few stragglers 
recorded after October 15. 

Gulls, terns—The greatest numbers of Forster’s 
terns ever reported in New England; after mid- 
September everywhere along the coast in flocks up 
to 15 individuals, lingering until late October. 


The adult European black-headed gull remained 
in Newburyport Harbor from August 31 to Novem- 
ber 8. The little gull, continuously present since 
last spring, was joined in September by two more 
individuals (discovered by Brookline Bird Club) 
and 2 birds were last noted on October 1. Frank- 
lin’s gull now reaches the Atlantic coast annually, 
undoubtedly reflecting its great increase in the 
northwest and its regular appearance on the Great 
Lakes in fall in the last decade; adult at Nauset, 
Cape Cod on September 17 (Griscom, Hill), adult 
at Newburyport, September 23 (Mr. and Mrs. 
Argue, Mason, et al), immature at Eastham with 
laughing and ring-billed gulls on October 29 (A. 
and L. Griscom). Readers should note that 8 species 
of gulls were present at Newburyport on September 
23, all practically in shotgun range off the town 
sewer outlet, including the Franklin’s with laugh- 
ing gulls and four individuals of two European 
species with Bonaparte’s! 

Song birds—Arkansas kingbird below normal; the 
exceptional number of migrant shrikes lingered to 
late November. More winter wrens than usual. The 
numbers of golden-crowned kinglets rivalled the 
flights of my younger days prior to 1917; in early 
October one could see 50-75 in a day. The late 
warblers were present in good numbers, excepting 
only the blackpoll. A tufted titmouse at a feeder 
in Waban, October 23-November 1, is the second 
record for the state and the first for eastern Massa- 
chusetts. Lapland longspurs were late in arriving, 
but a flock of 82 on the Plum Island meadows on 
November 26 (Griscom, Mrs. Haven Parker) is 
perhaps the largest ever seen in the state. Miss 
Dorothy Snyder had the good fortune to find a 
lark bunting at South Egremont on October 23 
with various sparrows. 

No snowy owls, no flight of red-breasted nut- 
hatches or siskins, or any interesting alcid. LupLow 
Griscom, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cam- 
bridge 38, Massachusetts. 


NEW YORK REGION After the hurricane, ac- 
companied by heavy rains, which swept up the 
coast on September 14, the weather through the 
remainder of the 
month was mild 
and dry with east- 
erly winds. These 
winds were nor- 
mally light. On 
the three days of 
the greatest wind 
velocity the direc- 
tion was north- 
west. During October the average temperature and 
rainfall were normal and prevailing winds were 
northerly. Early November was unusually warm 
and during the first fifteen days, only four were 
without some precipitation in the region. Prevail- 


ing winds were northwesterly and of somewhat 
above normal velocity. 

In early November large flights of migrating 
loons, mostly red-throated, were reported from the 
south shore of Long Island. Gannet flight was 
good, the largest number in one report is 100 in 
two hours at Jones Beach (Rose, Nickelson). Double. 
crested cormorants were abundant migrants through 
October, but had practically disappeared by the 
end of the period. 

Duck flight about normal but perhaps a bit late. 
In numbers of birds it seems to be equal to the 
average of the past few years but the distribution 
is unusual; scarce on the south shore bays of Long 
Island and more abundant than usual on Long 
Island Sound (J. T. Nichols). The largest flight of 
brant reported was at Shelter Island on October 
26 when a flock of about 1200 was seen (Latham). 
Several European widgeon and 60 baldpate at 
Hempstead on October 19 (Komorowski) and nu- 
merous wood ducks at Van Cortlandt Park Lake 
on October 20 are reported by the same observer. 
No large rafts of scaup are noted. Ruddy ducks 
quite numerous, arriving at about the same time 
as the hooded mergansers which are widely tre- 
ported. 

The first large hawk flight observed in the re- 
gion was on September 17 at Montclair, N. J. 
when 465 hawks of all kinds were recorded. Of 
these 60 per cent were sharp-shinned and 10 per 
cent ospreys, only 3 per cent were broad-wings. On 
the next week-end, however, these latter hawks 
were moving through in numbers and in_ the 
Newark area 850 were counted in three daj 
(Wolfarth, VanDeusen, Butler). Migrating red 
tailed and red-shouldered hawks passed through 
in good numbers and on an unusually wide front 
during late October and early November. It seems 
that this fall flight was not confined to the ridges, 
for large numbers were observed passing over the 
flat country east of the mountains including New 
York City. As usual some of the rarer raptores were 
noted, a golden eagle at Montclair, October § 
(Wolfarth, et al) and a black gyrfalcon in late 
October along the south shore of Long Island 
(Grant, Soll, Komorowski). 

The largest part of the shorebird migration had 
passed at the beginning of the period but, on Sep 
tember 18 at Idlewild, L. I., 250 black-bellied 
plover, 80 willet and 800 semipalmated sandpipers 
were among the shorebirds observed (Komorowski). 
First purple sandpiper, October 26 at Atlantic 
Beach, L. I. Last black skimmers, 300, were Ie 
ported from Eastport, L. I., on October 15 (Wil 
cox). 

The numbers of robins present decreased steadily 
until October 27. On that day there was a large 
flight, more than 100 counted in a few minut 
passing over Garden City, L. I., and 70 were founé 
on the same day in Central Park at noon. The 
following days showed but few stragglers left (J.T 
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Nichols). While other south-bound thrushes of the 
genus Hylocichla seemed less numerous than usual, 
there are reports from all sections of abnormally 
large numbers of hermit thrushes. On the week-end 
of October 28, Long Island observers recorded 
“literally thousands” of these birds from Orient 
west to Prospect Park, Brooklyn (Elliott); 75 were 
seen at Orient, 121 in a mile and a half walk on 
Jones Beach and 172 at Prospect Park. These few 
figures indicate the numbers present throughout 
the Island on that day. This wave extended beyond 
Long Island for on the same day they were re- 
ported numerous in Central Park (J. T. Nichols) 
and at Long Branch, N. J., 55 were seen (Seeley). 
The maximum of the pipit flight on Long Island 
occurred on October 29 when 600 were reported 
(Latham). Migrating meadowlarks have been scarce 
this fall. 

No redpoll, crossbill or grosbeak reports as yet 
but several reports of pine siskins have come in, 
one of 18 birds at Wantaugh, L. I., on November 
> (Elliott). A wave of migrating goldfinches was 
first noted at Garden City on November 6 and this 
reached its peak on November 12. The wave was 
noticed in Central Park at the same time, the birds 
there feeding in the sweet gums. There have been 
but few reports of the Long Island colony of 
European goldfinches but one record showed 6 
at Garden City on November 12 (J. T. Nichols).— 
Cuartrs K. Nicnors, American Museum of Natural 
History, New York 24, N. Y. 


PHILADELPHIA REGION Normal weather con- 
ditions prevailed during this period. Throughout 
October and early November, northwest winds 
and clear days favored 
observers. 

Reports 
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indicate an 
unusual flight of rap- 
tores. At Hawk Moun- 
tain, Pa., golden eagles 
were the usual center 
of interest. On October 
22, 11 of these birds 
and several hundred rea- 
tailed hawks were seen 
from Observation Rocks. 
Small numbers of ravens have been noted at Hawk 
Mountain, usually 1 or 2 on good days. 
Concentration of migrant ducks along the Dela- 
ware River apparently reached its height about 
November 23, when Dr. Coman estimated 100,000 
ducks on the river between Philadelphia and 
Salem, N. J. A huge raft of black ducks, one mile 
long and one hundred yards wide was observed 
on the Delaware River opposite New Castle, Dela- 
ware, November 2. According to one report, the 
captain of one of the ferry boats crossing at this 
point slowed down his boat so that passengers 
could look at the unusual sight. About go per cent 


Preval 


Cape Play, 
Atlantic 
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of the migrant ducks were black ducks and pin- 
tails. The redhead was observed on few occasions 
and continues to be quite scarce along the Dela- 
ware River. Springton Reservoir, Delaware Co., 
Pa., was well populated with wildfowl during early 
November. On November 7, the following were 
noted by E. and J. Rigby—mallard 120, black duck 
110, golden-eye 5, baldpate 25, buffle-head 4, red- 
head 3, scaup 8, ruddy duck 40, canvas-back 3, 
pintail 2, old-squaw 4, ring-necked duck 2, Ameri- 
can merganser 2, red-breasted merganser 8, hooded 
merganser 5, coot 70. On November 5, double- 
crested cormorant 1, red-throated loon 1. 

Migrant Canada geese were reported frequently. 
Several flocks passed high over Hawk Mountain, 
Pa., November 5. 

Of the shore-bird notes, perhaps the most inter- 
esting is the purple sandpiper, 6 resting on a 
wooden pier and 3 more on the rocks at the Dela- 
ware Bay entrance to the new canal across the 
lower end of Cape May County, N. J., November 
18 (Jacobs). Previous reports of purple sandpipers 
occurring in Cape May County, N. J., have been 
from the ocean side of the cape. 

During the last week of November, thousands of 
herring and ring-billed gulls gathered on the 
Delaware River below Philadelphia to feast on 
dead fish and eels which had descended the river 
to the polluted water at Philadelphia. There they 
rose to the surface and died. 

There seemed to be a total absence of the semi- 
rare northern finches this fall. 

White-crowned sparrows have occurred more fre- 
quently than usual—several records of one or two 
birds. 

We have received only one record of the red- 
breasted nuthatch, indicating an almost total ab- 
sence of the bird this fall. 

Other interesting records—Exton, Pa., November 
12, northern shrike 1 (Conway); Media, Pa., Sep- 
tember 10, Connecticut warbler 1 (E. and J. Rigby); 
Westville, N. J., October 22, rough-legged hawk 1, 
short-eared owl 1 (Manners and Jacobs).—JULIAN 
K. Potter, Collingswood, New Jersey. 


CAROLINA REGION COASTAL SECTION—Tem- 
perature slightly over normal range 92°F.-36°F. 
Rainfall under normal, but heavy rains on Sep- 

tember 14-15 (est. 


go m.p.h. wind at 
Hatteras), and Oc- 
tober 19 (45 m.p.h. 
wind at Charles- 
ton). 
MIGRATION— 
Summer _ depart- 
ures: October 8, 
Back Bay, 3 os- 


} ab 


South 


cause. 
Carolina 


preys (Mackenzie), 


and October 12, Charleston, 4 (Barrington); Oc- 


tober 10, Hardeeville, S. C., hummingbird 
Ariza); October 19 (10-9-43), Charleston, 4 
(Chamberlain); October 21, Ridgeland, a 
and October 24, same place, a Kentucky 
bler (Ariza), both over a month late. 
transients: September 15, Norfolk, a ‘Tennessee 
warbler (Mrs. A. C. Reed), rare on coast; Sep- 
tember 15, Norfolk (Mrs. R.) to October 12, 
Charleston (Barrington), Cape May warblers noted 
more than usual; October 8, Back Bay, magnolia 
warbler (L. L. Mackenzie), uncommon on coast. 
Among winter arrivals: waterfowl migration slow 
(Romain-Baldwin), coots abundant, increase (slight) 
in Canada geese and (marked) in baldpates. Pin- 
tails seem normal, but blacks, mallards, blue-wings 
and green-wings appear somewhat off. At Back Bay, 
October 7, Perkins (fidé Mackenzie) reported “mod- 
erately large numbers of baldpates, pins, blacks and 
blue-wings.” At Charleston myrtle warblers, robins, 
song and white-throated sparrows less common— 
possibly influenced by storm of October 19 (at 
Romain clapper rails suffered a “fairly heavy loss” 
—Baldwin). Nighthawks again very scarce at Charles- 
ton. September 21, Beaufort, N. C., a flock of 
Canada geese (John Coffey, Jr.) and at Romain a 
flock of 20, October 17, increased to 200 by mid- 
November; September 21-22, Beaufort, N. C., a 
Holboell’s grebe (Coffey) appears earliest for North 
Carolina; October 8, Back Bay, many immature 
white-crowned sparrows, (Mackenzie) but no white- 
throats reported. (Are observers missing the former 
in coastal North Carolina and South Carolina, 
where they are considered casual?); October 17, 
Charleston, 2 white birds (snows?) in flock of fifty 
Canada geese (Lunz). 

UNUSUAL—September 15, Back Bay, 2 Arctic 
terns (Mackenzie), far south of known range; same 
day, Virginia-North Carolina line, pomarine jaeger 
(Mackenzie), one of few records for the region; 
September 15, Norfolk (Mrs. Reed), 7 immature 
Baltimore orioles, and September 17, 


(J. F. 
swilts 
chat, 
War- 
Among 


Charleston 
(Mrs. J. E. Lockwood, fidé Sprunt) an adult male, 
heretofore considered quite rare on coast; October 
7, Pea Island, a white pelican (Walker, fidé Mrs. 
Reed), rare (possibly the bird recorded at Romain, 
August 21°). 

INTERIOR SECTION—Temperature about nor- 
mal with killing frost in early November. Rainfall 
below normal, but heavy rain in late September. 

Summer Birds—Swifts scarce at Raleigh and Spar- 
tanburg (Cannon), plentiful at Statesville (Miss 
Anderson), last seen at Greensboro (Zapf) October 
11; hummingbird, Greensboro, September 24, Co- 
lumbia, 20 (Mrs. Charles), usually into October. 
Most others about normal, but full-plumaged sum- 
mer tanager, Henderson (Mrs. Bachman) October 1 
and late catbird, same place, November 4. Green 
heron, Greensboro, October 22. 

Transients—Black-poll warblers, only at Hender- 
son, September 26-October 5, New London (Trott) 
October 4. Tennessee warbler, October 8 at Greens- 


boro and New London; Nashville warbler, Roanoke 
Rapids (Miss Hearne), October 7-8; scarlet tanager, 
October 17, Raleigh. 

Winter Visitors—Song sparrow, Raleigh, October 
7, Columbia, 1oth, resident from Statesville and 
Greensboro west and north; white-throated sparrow, 
Statesville, 7th, Raleigh, gth; hermit thrush, Greens- 
boro, October 15, Raleigh 17th; ruby-crowned king- 
let, Greensboro, 7th, Roanoke Rapids, 4th; myrtle 
warbler, Greensboro, 4th, but scarce and late (No- 
vember 5-18) at Henderson, New London and 
Columbia; cedar waxwings also late and _ scarce; 
purple finch, Greensboro, November 25, Statesville, 
28th. No siskins nor red-breasted nuthatches so far 
this fall; flocks of 250-500 purple grackles at Colum- 
bia, early October to November g. A shoveller at 
Greensboro, November 25, first record for that place. 

MOUNTAIN SECTION—Arden, Mrs. Grinnell- 
Summer Lasts—Hummingbird, September 15, wood 
thrush, 2oth, catbird and wood pewee, 21st, red- 
eyed vireo, 29th, ovenbird, October 3. Maryland 
yellow-throat, magnolia and yellow-throated war 
blers, September 25, pine, chestnut-sided, redstart, 
26th, black-throated green, October 4, black and 
white, November 14. 

Winter Visitors—Myrtle warbler, white-throated 
sparrow. September 20; brown creeper, October 9; 
red-breasted nuthatch, 12th, purple finch, 21st; 2 
tree sparrows and 2 white-crowned sparrows on 
November 14, in same place as last year, fox spar- 
row, November 25.—E. B. CHAMBERLAIN, Charleston 
Museum, Charleston, S. C. and C. S. Brimry, N. C. 
Department of Agriculture, Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION Except for an 
early cold spell that brought light frost almost down 
to the coast on October 13, temperatures for the 
period averaged above 
normal. Normal rainfall 
in second half of Septem- 
ber was followed by dr 
weather — less than 4 
inch of rain fell during 
remainder of period. Up- 
land ponds full at begin 
ning, dried up 

close of period, 
affecting early departure 
of lesser yellow-legs (Oc: 
tober 7) and total absence 
of Wilson’s snipe. No destructive winds were eX 
perienced. 

MIGRATION —Notable flight on October 8, jus 
ahead of first’ cold spell of season, filled coastal 
woods ‘with small birds and accounted for more 
arrival and departure records than on any other 
day of period: brown thrasher, catbird and black 
throated green warbler were abundant everywhere: 
wood: pewee, black and white and magnolia war 
blers and redstart were common. 


Pensacola reyron 
Florida — 


Gulf via Mexico 


AUDUBON MAGAZINE 


anoke 


nager, 


ctober 
> and 
ATTOW, 
reens- 
king- 
myrtle 
 (No- 
1 and 
scarce; 
sville, 


eptem- 
by dry 


an Vy 


Arrival dates—September 17, pigeon hawk; Sep- 
tember 23, Tennessee warbler (earliest ever re- 
corded, by 4 days), black-throated green warbler 
(both reported by Mrs. A. L. Whigham), coot (one 
killed in migration on Pensacola Bay bridge— 
earliest ever recorded, by 7 days); September 28, 
double-crested cormorant (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke); 
October 1, duck hawk, magnolia warbler; October 
2, house wren (Mrs. Wernicke); October 5, yellow- 
bellied sapsucker (Mrs. Whigham); October 8, 
orange-crowned warbler (earliest ever recorded, by 
5 days), ruby-crowned kinglet (equals previous 
earliest arrival), phoebe; October 9, palm warbler, 
swamp sparrow (both reported by Miss L. Pate); 
October 10, short-billed marsh wren (Miss Pate); 
October 11, American pipit (K. R. Tanner); Octo- 
ber 13, red-backed sandpiper (Miss Pate), white- 
throated sparrow (Mrs. Whigham); October 15, 
common loon (first seen in protracted flight, flight- 
less cripples have been present all summer), ring- 
billed gull; October 20, brown creeper (E. J. 
Koestner); October 21, song sparrow (Mrs. Wer- 
nicke); October 24, blue-headed vireo (Tanner); 
October 29, Canada goose, red-breasted merganser, 
golden-crowned kinglet; October go, cowbird (Mrs. 
Whigham); November 5, horned grebe, mallard; 
November 12, robin, hermit thrush. 

Departure dates—September 17, yellow-crowned 
night heron, eastern kingbird, gray kingbird; Sep- 
tember 23, purple martin (Mrs. Whigham); Oc- 
tober 7, green heron; October 8, crested flycatcher 
(latest ever recorded, by 4 days), yellow-throated 
vireo, parula warbler, prairie warbler (latest ever 
recorded, by 6 days), summer tanager; October 11, 
red-eyed vireo (Mrs. Whigham), yellow-breasted 
chat (Miss Pate); October 12, wood pewee, redstart; 
October 14, snowy egret, chimney swift; October 
15, Cabot’s tern, rose-breasted grosbeak; October 
22, indigo bunting (Mrs. Whigham), magnolia 
warbler; October 24, hooded warbler (Miss Pate); 
October 25, yellow-billed cuckoo (Mrs. Whigham); 
October 28, ruby-throated hummingbird (Mrs. 
Whigham); October 29, barn swallow; November 9, 
osprey. Song of white-eyed vireo was last heard 
on October 22. 

POPULATION—Savannah sparrow, severely re- 
duced in numbers by the long-continued freeze of 
January, 1940, is the only species so affected that 
has failed to make satisfactory recovery. It is still 
rare, even in formerly favored areas. 

CASUALS—Arkansas kingbird was seen oftener 
than ever before recorded in one season—September 
16, 2 birds (Mrs. Wernicke) and one bird each on 
September 17 and 24, October 19 and November 12; 
Philadelphia vireo, October 1 (2 birds) and Oc- 
tober 8 (1 bird); gray-cheeked thrush, October 1 
(1 bird); white-crowned sparrow, October 29 (1 in 
immature plumage—one of the very few ever re- 
corded in Florida); blue goose, November 5 (1 in 
immature plumage).—Francis M. WesTON, 2006 E. 
Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


FIELD NOTES 


OHIO-MICHIGAN REGION The fall in this 
region was not eventful. On the record the tem- 
perature was about average, but the dry sunny 
days of September and 
October gave the im- 
pression of a warm: au- 
tumn. The first sharp 
freeze, November 5-7, 
had little apparent ef- 
fect on bird life. 

MIGRATION — The 
flight of northern wa- 
terfowl was gratifying 
—except to the hunt- 
ers who found that the 
pleasant weather per- 
mitted the ducks ‘to 
raft well out of gun- 
shot from the shore. 
At Toledo there is a 
local but encouraging 
report of migrating wood ducks, two flocks of 100 
each and one flock of several hundred (Van Camp). 
In general, the peak of the duck migration in the 
central portion of this region occurred about the 
end of October as usual. On this date mallards and 
blacks predominated, divers were becoming nu- 
merous, pintails were dwindling and _baldpates 
were almost gone. 

An event of the fall was the widespread and 
leisurely movement of whistling swans. These great 
birds, which are seen much less frequently in fall 
than in spring, were reported in many localities. 
At the Michigan shore of Lake Erie on November 
23, a flock of 1000 swans was seen, the largest on 
record at this season. A flock of 170, misidentified 
as snow geese by sports writers, flew over the 
Cleveland stadium on November 18 and were ob- 
served by many of the 83,000 spectators at the 
[llinois-Ohio State football game. One swan strayed 
as far inland as Dayton on November 19 (Blincoe). 
It, too, looked like a snow goose to someone and 
ended on a Thanksgiving table, 

Observers in most of this region, who look in 
vain most falls for the migration of blue and snow 
geese, may mark next year’s calendar from the fact 
that the first distinct movement was noted on 
October 15 at the Kellogg Sanctuary near Battle 
Creek (Pirnie). At the same location, Canada geese 
built up over several weeks to 2500 by November 
15, but were not seen in large numbers elsewhere. 

No large flights of hawks are reported, but 
November brought more rough-legs than last year. 

The ring-necked pheasant enjoyed a good year 
in Ohio and Michigan. In the north the ruffed 
grouse appears little changed in numbers since 
last year and the prairie chicken seems to have 
lost ground. But some plantings of sharp-tailed 
grouse are doing well. 

Falling water levels and delayed freeze-up en- 
couraged some shore birds to stay late. After 
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November 11 there were 12 species of shore birds 
in northern Ohio: semipalmated plover, killdeer, 
black-bellied plover, Wilson’s snipe, solitary sand- 
piper, greater and lesser yellow-legs, knot, least, 
pectoral, red-backed sandpiper and sanderling. 
However, Wilson’s snipe and woodcock remain 
scarce generally. 

There is little worthy of comment in the warbler 
and sparrow migrations, which followed the aver- 
age pattern uneventfully. 

ACCIDENTALS—Although no extreme rarities 
were reported, there are a few items of interest: 
6 horned grebes at Dayton on October 8 were 
locally notable (Blincoe). A white pelican re- 
mained from August 27 to September 10 at Rose 
Lake, Clinton County, in central Michigan (Doug- 
lass). A flock of 16 old-squaws was unexpected at 
Lake Rockwell near Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, on 
November 17 (Lodge, Roetzal, Smith), this bird, 
common in winter on the upper Great Lakes, is un- 
common on Lake Erie and quite rare on the small 
inland lakes of Ohio. An immature blue goose, ap- 
parently slightly injured, permitted close inspection 
at Cleveland on November 5 (Carrothers, Skaggs, 
Hill). A duck hawk was seen at Ashland, Ohio, on 
September 29 (Kahl) and at Youngstown on Octo- 
ber 1 (Cook). 

A willet paused on the Lake Erie shore near 
Cleveland on September 3 (Hill). A raven flying 
over the Lake Michigan dunes near St. Joseph in 
southeastern Michigan was one of the few seen 
in recent years south of the Upper Peninsula 
(Peterson). November 23 was a late date for a 
yellow-throat in Monroe County, Mich., near To- 
(Campbell).—HAro_pD MAYFIELD, Park- 
Toledo, Ohio. 
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mal weather of September was followed by two 
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—10 to 25 per cent of normal and with tempera- 
tures averaging 2 to g degrees warmer. Frosts were 
received during the first week of October, while 
snows and freezing weather held off until early 
November. 

The steady range of temperatures and lack of 
any unusual atmospheric disturbances during this 
period no doubt account for the normalcy of this 
fall’s migration. There were no pronounced “waves” 


and as a result the flight was completed with many 
observers failing to note species generally character. 
ized by their momentary abundance. 

American egrets remained in the vicinity of 
Quincy, Ill., and nearly 100 were seen by Mussel. 
man on September 15. They moved out immediately 
upon the opening of the waterfowl hunting season 
on October 14. On the Chautauqua Refuge, Ill, 
the 1500 egrets present on September 3 decreased to 
700 by the 18th, to 250 on October 4, but jumped 
to 600 on October 13. By October 24 only 15 re. 
mained, while 4 noted on October go were the 
last (Smith). 

The southward flight of ducks and geese was 
reported generally as slow until the beginning of 
November. Near Yankton, S. D., Larrabee reported 
that hunters blamed the usual early season lack 
of birds to bomber activity from the nearby Sioux 
City base rather than the mild weather. Observa- 
tions throughout the country as a whole indicate 
that waterfowl soon become entirely accustomed to 
normal airplane activities. Coots began moving into 
the Chautauqua Refuge, IJl., September 26 (Smith) 
and by October 4 about 6000 were present. By 
that date Canada geese had arrived and on October 
13 5 blues and a single snow goose had stopped; 
rather irregular visitors during fall migration. How- 
ever, on November 23 there were go blue geese on 
the refuge. Beed noticed a flock of Canada geese 
on Horicon Refuge, Wis., on October 8. The first 
duck flight at Chautauqua was October 16 when 
11,000 pintails and 6000 mallards were seen. On 
November 4 and 5 the mallard count was -750,000 
and by December 2 was estimated at 1,500,000. 
Seventy-five wood ducks on November 23 were the 
last noted. 

A flight of 4000 .double-crested cormorants 
reached the Chautauqua Refuge on October 16. 
By the 24th their numbers had decreased to 1800; 
250 on November 23 were the last. A common 
loon, golden-eyes and American mergansers arrived 
on that date (Smith). 

Few hawks were reported although Siegel on 
September go found an immature duck hawk, 5 
miles west of Joliet, Ill., that had been shot in the 
wing. One was seen near the Chicago “loop” by 
Bannen on October 7. There. was but one pigeon 
hawk reported—io miles southwest of Joliet (Siegel). 
Both Bartel at Blue: Island and Musselman at 
Quincy commented on. the favorable season for 
bob-whites with sufficient moisture, no bad storms, 
plenty of grain and weed seeds and no apparent 
epidemics. s 

A woodcock, seen November 1g about 10 miles 
southwest of Joliet (Siegel) is later than average; 
Wilson’s snipe, seen at’ the same place on Novem- 
ber 24, is near normal. Six avocets were discovered 
on a small pond near Cedar Lake, 18 miles south 
of Gary, Ind., on October 22 by Mr. and Mrs 
Theimer. On October 29, when seen by Mrs. Edgat 
Currey and Mrs. L. H. Gelatis, only 5 were pres 
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ent. These 5 birds were observed by many Chicago 
Ornithological Society members during the three 
weeks they were present and last seen on Novem- 
ber 10. There are two previous records for these 
birds in the Chicago region. 

Ideal conditions-for nesting during September 
evidently induced mourning doves to continue 
breeding later than usual since Siegel found young 
birds on September 19 just out of the nest being 
fed. Musselman noted young birds still in the nest 
as well as ‘nests with eggs at Quincy when the season 
opened September 1 in Illinois on mourning doves. 

The continued increase in the starling population 
throughout the region is believed to be responsible 
for the decrease in the number of flickers. Both Siegel 
at foliet and Musselman at Quincy believe there 
is.a direct correlation in this population shift. Exca- 
vations made by flickers were appropriated by star- 
lings; consequently, few juvenile flickers were seen. 

Bartel considered the hermit thrush scarce this 
fall; 5 were banded in October this year as com- 
pared with 71 in 1943. A single blue-gray gnat- 
catcher was seen on September 3 in Lake Forest 
(Smith). Six cedar waxwings were seen at Calumet 
Lake, Chicago, October 29 (Gelatis). 

Larrabee reported the warbler migration at 
Yankton, S.D., as scanty; an equal number of 
blackpolls, Tennessees and myrtles being noted on 
September 25. Myrtles were considered more abun- 
dant by Larrabee than for several years, while 
Bartel reported 75 per cent fewer myrtles than 
last year at Blue Island, Ill. A single myrtle warbler 
noted on September 2 in Lake Forest, Ill., is early 
(Smith). Three bay-breasted warblers were found 
by Siegel on September 2 at Joliet; a black-throated 
blue warbler was seen at the same place on Sep- 
tember 21, while a Nashville warbler on October 
12 was late. 

Harris’s sparrow was found in larger numbers 
at Yankton (Larrabee) than during the spring. 
Their peak -was in late October and the last on 
November 8. At the same time Bartel failed to 
trap any although 4 were taken in 1943. He noted 
the first white-throated sparrows on September 15, 
with a peak October 2, and still present on Novem- 
ber 15. Bartel banded 4 Gambel’s sparrows as 
compared to a single bird last fall; white-crowned 
sparrows were 25 per cent less this fall while fox 
sparrows were trapped about 50 per cent more 
frequently at Blue Island, III—ELLeN THORNE 
SmitH, Lake Forest, and Pair A. DuMont, Evans- 
ton, Illinois. 


MISSOURI REGION Although temperatures 
during the last half of August were somewhat 
below normal weather during the entire fall was 
very mild. The first severe freeze with a drop to 
14°, did not come until the last week of November. 
Precipitation was well distributed and about nor- 
mal. Water levels remained rather high. 
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Flocks of blue-winged 
teal numbering up to 
several hundred were 
seen in St. Charles, 
Platte and Buchanan 
Counties the last week 
of August, and in in- 
creasing numbers until 
late in September. 
Others ducks came in 
slightly behind schedule, due perhaps, to the 
mild weather. About goo baldpates and 175 
gadwalls were observed in Platte County, Octo- 
ber 21. Green-winged teal appeared in about 
normal numbers early in October and some were 
still present at the end of November. Redheads and 
canvas-backs were reported from the Platte County 
lakes during late October and early November but 
had mostly moved on by the end of the month. 
American mergansers came in large numbers the 
last week of November, and were reported from 
the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers and Lake Ozark. 
Small numbers of ruddy ducks, American golden- 
eyes and buffle-heads were seen in the same locali- 
ties. A few mallards and pintails were present 
during September and more came in during Octo- 
ber and November. However, the great flight did 
not occur until the last week of November, when 
flocks estimated at several million birds were mov- 
ing down the Missouri and Mississippi Valleys. 
Among the mallards and pintails were many lesser 
scaup, ring-necks, baldpates and gadwalls. Canada 
geese appeared early at Kansas City, September 5, 
and throughout October and November many small 
flocks passed over, usually without stopping. A 
flock of 38 white-fronted geese was reported from 
Platte County on October 5. Lesser snéw and blue 
geese, October 6 to December 1, were apparently 
more plentiful on the Mississippi flyway than in 
the west. In general, reports from the eastern part 
of the state indicate greater numbers of waterfowl 
than last year. Observers in Platte County report 
about the usual numbers. 

White pelicans were first observed on September 
14. Flocks ranging in size from a dozen to several 
hundred passed over in October, mostly in western 
Missouri, but a few as far east as Lake Ozark. 
Double-crested cormorants were first reported Sep- 
tember 6. Several flocks of 100 or more moved 
down the Mississippi Valley. 

American egrets, first observed on July 9, were 
well distributed over the state until the first week 
of October, but not in such great concentrations 
as have occurred in the last few years. A snowy 
egret was seen at St. Joseph, September 15 (Ro- 
sitsky) and a flock of about 200 Franklin’s gulls 
was reported from the Squaw Creek Refuge, Oc- 
tober 11, by the same observer. A least tern was 
noted feeding young near Kansas City on July 23. 

Although shore birds were not observed in great 
numbers, the migration began early and continued 
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late. Lesser yellow-legs, least and semipalmated sand- 
pipers were on the sloughs at St. Joseph, July 15, 
and a dowitcher in summer plumage and 8 semi- 
palmated plovers were seen at Bean Lake on the 
same date. Flocks of pectorals, least and semi- 
palmated sandpipers and a lone willet were detected 
at Kansas City on July 23. In the St. Louis area the 
sanderling was reported from Creve Coeur on 
September 17 and 24 (several observers). Dowitch- 
ers were rather frequent and golden and _ black- 
bellied plovers were noted during September and 
October. An avocet was seen several times during 
October at Dupo, Ill. 

With the exception of large flocks of hawks re- 
ported from southwestern Missouri on September 
23 (probably broad-wings) the hawk migration was 
not conspicuous. Red-tails were common over the 
region from September 30 to December 1, and a 
western red-tail was seen at Rolla, central Mis- 
souri, November 1. Krider’s hawk was observed at 
Kansas City on October 8. 

Migrating warblers were reported from Kansas 
City and St. Louis as early as August 21. Canada 
and black-throated green warblers were more com- 
mon than usual. Myrtle warblers appeared on Sep- 
tember 17, about 10 days ahead of schedule. Flocks 
of migrating sparrows were first noticed in the 
weed patches on October 5. Song, swamp, white- 
crowned and white-throated sparrows were quite 
common. At the--end of November the white- 
crowns were still common and in song. A few 
Harris's sparrows were reported from the Kansas 
City area in October and November. Henslow’s and 
Le Conte’s sparrows were reported from the Squaw 
Creek Refuge, October 10. Three Arctic towhees 
were found in a dense bottomland thicket about 
49 miles east of Kansas City, November 26. Flocks 
of rusty blackbirds totalling about 2000 birds and 
500 western meadowlarks, many of the latter in 
song, were seen in the same locality on November 
24.—JAMES W. CUNNINGHAM, Jefferson City, Mo. 


MINNESOTA REGION The fall in Minnesota 
has been what in common parlance would be 
called an “open” one—no snow and unfrozen waters 
up to the present time. 
There was a very light 
frost at Minneapolis, Sep- 
tember 23, and a heavier 
one on November 9-10 
throughout the state. 
Then followed three weeks 
of mild, cloudless days—In- 
dian Summer—with morn- 
ing temperatures slightly 
below freezing, chiefly 
northward. Noon tem- 
peratures frequently in 
the 60’s and 70's. This 
spell was broken with the 
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advent of November but temperatures were stil| 
mild for the time of year. The heavy snow that fell 
in the Dakotas at this time was but a showing ip 
western Minnesota. Precipitation has been light, 
October being the second driest October in 49 
years—only .26 inch at Minneapolis. 

The leaves on the trees changed gradually this 
fall without the aid of a heavy frost. By October 10 
the elms were yellow and the leaves falling. The 
hardier composites were still in bloom throughout 
October and Dr. Lakela reports from Duluth on 
November 19, “The hairbells still bloom on the 
Point and I picked a bouquet of asters, and sev. 
eral other composites are still in bloom.” 

MIGRATION-—Bird watchers at Minneapolis were 
all much impressed by the very large migration of 
mixed land birds that passed over September 19 
and the day following, after a heavy storm on the 
night of the 18th—great numbers of warblers, spar- 
rows, flycatchers and thrushes of many kinds. They 
were moving through the trees and shrubbery all 
day and could be heard passing over at nigh! 
(Mrs. Lupient and others). Cormorants were mi- 
grating in great numbers along the Minnesota 
Valley early in October and on the 6th Mrs. Lupient 
reported as follows: “Thousands of cormorants flew 
from place to place, splashing up large areas of 
water, seemingly trying to get rid of the horde of 
screaming ring-billed gulls that wheeled and 
swooped above them, ready to snatch any fish thai 
might be caught.” 

American pipits were seen several times; at Min 
neapolis on October 6 (Lupient) and at Duluth 
November 5 and 12 (Lakela). Redpolls were re 
ported at Fargo, October 4 (Stevens) and ai 
Duluth, with first snow buntings, October 2% 
(Lakela). 

From Duluth come the following additional note 
from Dr. Lakela and Miss Elwell: November 1; 
last black-bellied plover; November 18, first eve 
ning grosbeaks; November 19, first glaucous gulls 
November 12, a lone pelican in immature plumag 
rested for a time on the pier at the east end d 
Minnesota Point. 

On October 14, Mrs. J. A. Thompson trapped : 
Carolina wren at Minneapolis. 

Professor O. A. Stevens of the State College Sta 
tion, Fargo, across the river from Moorhead, Mim 
nesota, writes the migration was light there wit 
less warblers and sparrows than usual. The la 
Arkansas kingbird was seen on August 21; but thi 
eastern kingbird remained until September 18. A f 
other first fall dates as follows: September 17, june 
igth, Gambel’s sparrow; 22nd, Harris’s sparrow 
23rd, fox sparrow; 24th, orange-crowned warbler. 

The past summer marked a very great: incre: 
in the starling at Minneapolis. All summer ¢ 
were to be seen commonly on the lawns of th 
city, the females accompanied by : 
crowded broods of young. This fall there are f 
of them about the University campus, and arow 
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the Museum they are feeding on the abundant 
crop of the blue berries of the Japanese or Boston 
ivy. Last winter the berries went untouched as 
our native birds seemed not to care for the fruit 
which consists mainly of four large seeds with but 
little pulp. 

Special Mention—The October FLicker contains 
several additional records of American egrets in 
Minnesota, making some go or more for this year. 
John Dobie and Dr. Smith of the Minnesota Game 
and Fish Department saw a parasitic jaeger at 
Lake of the Woods, a rare vagrant in Minnesota. 
Museum Notes, the official publication of the 
Minneapolis Science Museum Society, contains a 
record of a Sabine’s gull seen by William Longley 
and others at Stillwater on the St. Croix River on 
October 1, 1944. This is the first occurrence of this 
bird in Minnesota so far as known. 

The long spell. of warm weather in October and 
the mild days that followed spelled poor returns 
for the duck hunters, as the northern flight was 
delayed until long after the local birds had largely 
vanished. After receiving a letter from Albert Hoch- 
baum of Delta, Manitoba, telling of a vast flight of 
blue-bills that passed over that station on Novem- 
ber 14, a letter was sent to Carl B. Vogen, Refuge 
Manager of the Mud Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, in Kittson County, in the northwestern 
corner of Minnesota, asking for information in 
regard to duck conditions there. This Thief and 
Mud Lake region was in its pristine condition a 
veritable paradise for wild fowl. Drainage opera- 
tions all but ruined it but since the government 
restored it, the waterfowl have returned in a large 
measure to the former breeding and nesting 
grounds. Mr. Vogen very kindly replied to my 
inquiry as follows after stating that there was no 
noticeable influx of scaups directly after the Delta 
flight mentioned above: 

“The duck population on our refuge this fall 
was the largest it has ever been at any time since 
the establishment of the refuge in 1937. The sum- 
mer population, however, was one of the smallest 
due to the fact that there was an abundance of 
water and food available on large areas outside of 
the refuge and the birds were scattered accordingly. 
The influx to the refuge started about August 1 
and continued for about two months. At the 
height of the concentration, about November 1, 
the duck population on the refuge was estimated 
at 750,000, 

“There was also a fairly large concentration of 
Canada honkers on the refuge this fall—about 
5000. They came about the first of October and 
remained until November 10. This is the largest 
number of honkers we have had since the establish- 
ment of the refuge. 

“About 1000 white swans were also on the 
refuge this fall. They came about November 1 and 
left on the egrd. 

“A large percentage of the early hatchings this 
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year were failures due to the fact that heavy rains 
occurred during the period of May 22 to June 5 
which caused rapid fluctuations and raised the 
water levels to about 7 inches over spillway crests. 
The re-hatchings, however, which occurred during 
the latter part of July and the first part of August, 
were large and successful. The season as a whole 
produced a very good crop of water birds.” 

Another letter from John M. Dahl, Refuge Man- 
ager at Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge, Detroit 
Lakes, Minnesota, states that the duck migration 
was light there and suggests that reports from 
farther west indicate that the large Delta flight 
passed through the Dakotas and the western edge 
of Minnesota.—THoMas S. Roserts, Director, Min- 
nesota Museum of Natural History, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


UTAH REGION Except for a rain on September 
go, a three day drizzle November 12-14 and frosty 
nights October 1-3, the period has been dry and 
warm. Even the foliage of several 
species of trees and shrubs re- 
mained intact. These 
conditions seem to have 
prolonged the stay in 
our region of both 
the local breeding and 
northern migrants and 
Qoevers may, in part at least, 
account for some un- 

a) usual migrations along 
the west front of the 

Wasatch Mountains. 

In the preceeding re- 
port I mentioned my first meeting with pifion 
jays in the Wasatch Mountains. On October 9, I 
met with another foraging flock on the foothills 
near the State Capitol. Ellis R. Wilson reports: 15 
flocks have passed over his ranch near the base of 
the Wasatch Mountains at Centerville; also, for 
the first time, a flock of 100 or more crows; Oc- 
tober 29, a flock of bush-tits; October 28, 2 gray 
titmice and a white-breasted nuthatch, the latter 
remaining about the place; golden-crowned king- 
lets common for the first time and several creepers 
present. 

To this let me add two observations of the white- 
breasted nuthatch (the first in five years) one of 
which comes to our feed tray daily. Ruby-crowned 
kinglets have been observed on all field trips lately 
and there is an unusual number of mountain 
chickadees about town and at the mouths of can- 
yons. 

E. R. Wilson reports an unusual number of the 
smaller shore birds (unidentified) at Bear River 
Refuge on October 14. Dr. Jessup estimates the 
population of avocets on Ogden Bay Refuge at 
no less than 10,000 on November 20. (Note: Some 
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of these observations may seem trivial, but they 
are unusual to our Wasatch Mountains.) Pinon 
jays, bush-tits and titmice are common to the basin 
ranges west of us. The route of the comings and 
goings of the thousands of crows that winter in 
Utah County, go miles south of Salt Lake City, has 
not, so far as I know, been determined, only sur- 
mised. 

Grebe—Seventy-five western, a few eared still 
present at Bear River Refuge (Wilson). A few of 
each at Ogden Bay Refuge (Jessup). A gradual de- 
parture was noted during the past month. 

White pelican—Three still at Bear River Refuge 
on November 15, though most gone by November 
1. October 12, 30-40 at Farmington Bay. Ten on 
October 5 and 2 on October 19, Decker’s Lake 
(Hart). 

Double-crested 
at Bear River Refuge, November 15 


Twenty-five present 
(Wilson). 


cormorant 


Snowy egret—Mostly gone by November 1, a few 


remaining on November 15, Bear River Refuge 
(Wilson). Left Ogden Bay Refuge on October 15 
(Jessup). 

White-faced glossy ibis—Date of departure from 
Bear River Refuge about October 15, 1 on Novem- 
ber 15 (Wilson). Departure started about Septem- 
ber 1 from Ogden Bay Refuge. All gone by October 
1. Latest reports around Salt Lake County, Septem- 
ber 16, 15 at Decker’s Lake (Lockerbie), Septem- 
ber 20, flock of 100 or more near Draper (Bauer). 

Whistling swan—Between 10,000 and 12,000 on 
Bear River Refuge, November 15. 

Lesser snow goose—First flock arrived at Bear 
River Refuge on September 24, maximum on 
refuge, November 15, 2500. First date on Ogden 
Bay Refuge, September 29, 291 birds, maximum, 
between 2000 and gooo. First noted on New State 
Gun Club, October 12 (Cox), and 200, same date, 
on Farmington Bay Refuge (Cowburn). Flock on 
Utah Lake, October 15 and a flock of 50 blue geese, 
one killed by Woffenden. 

Canada goose—Good local breeding increase re- 
ported by the Fish and Wildlife Service and from 
the various refuges. Mr. Wilson reports counts 
from the dikes at Bear River Refuge on November 
16 of 2000 and’ goo lesser Canada geese. Dr. Jessup 
provides some figures for the Ogden Bay Refuge 
which show the migration peak, 121 on September 
25, 625 on October 5, 51 on November 25. 

Ducks—Northern breeding pintails arrived early 
in August, baldpate and green-winged teal a couple 
of weeks later and together with our local breeding 
mallards and gadwalls, brings our maximum duck 
population as early as September 15. 

Diving ducks are never a big feature in num- 
bers compared with the surface feeders so weather 
is not a very big factor for more than a dav or 
two with our duck population. The canvas-back is 
the one northern breeding duck which seems to 
be making a real gain in these parts. Mr. Wilson 
reports the Bear River 


first canvas-backs (4) at 
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Refuge on October 5 and by October 25 there wer 
15,000. The paucity of other diving ducks is indi, 
cated by the hunters’ kill at Bear River Refuge, o 
28 lesser scaup, 3 American golden-eyes and if 
buffle-heads to date. 

Eagle and hawks—First fall return to Bear River 
Refuge, 1 immature bald eagle on October to, ; 
American rough-legs and 4 duck hawks are te 
ported to date; 3 duck hawks, Ogden Bay Refuge 
(Jessup) and marsh hawks are common. 

Grouse—Sage grouse reported on a decline this 
year over last, while sharp-tails are about holding 
their own, ruffed have improved. 

Shorebirds—12 long-billed curlew, October 1 
small flock of godwits on November 16, hundred 
of avocets, Bear River Refuge (Wilson). A fey 
lesser yellow-legs on October 5, red-backed sand 
pipers, September 15, 950 godwits, September 15, 
1 on October 5, 10,000 avocets, November 15, Ogden 
Bay Refuge (Jessup). 

Gulls—Franklin’s gone by November 15, ring 
bills common, some California’s still about Ogden 
Bay Refuge (Jessup) and about the same statu 
exists at other points. Two Caspian terns at Deck 
er’s Lake, September 27 (Hart). First wintering 
crows, Utah County, October 1 (Woffenden). Barn 
swallows still common at Decker’s Lake on O« 
tober 19 (Hart). Yellow-headed blackbirds still 
abundant, October 5, Decker’s Lake (Hart). Nin 
slate-colored juncos near Camp Kearns, October 
19 (H.), 50 lark sparrows on October 7, first fall 
pipits, 46 near Camp Kearns, September 12 (H). 

RARITIES—Fifty blue geese, 1 greater scaup, | 
old-squaw and 2 black swifts. CHarLrs W. Lock 
ERBIE, 223 West 9 South Street, Salt Lake City 4 
Utah. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION Dry, hot weather 
with temperatures up to 95°, continued to Sep 
tember 26, when heavy rains fell and temperature 
dropped. <A__ northet 

September ET 
fair weathe 
and 67° temperature 
Warm, fair weather 
followed wntil a north 
¥ er beginning October 

3 lf 10 drove the tempera 
Pracapere G ture down to 49° 
tober 12. The rest o 
October was fair and warm. Beginning Novembe 
1, the weather fell into its usual winter routine 
rain; followed by a norther with cool weather and 
clearing skies; followed by warm, fair weather; and 
then rain once more—the whole cycle covering 
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10-12 days. 

Federal Game Warden Frank Clarkson and Stat 
Game Warden Captain E. T. Dawson report that 
Canada geese are conspicuous by their scarcity 
white-fronted geese appeared in normal number 
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in late November: lesser snow geese have increased 
ver previous recent years; blue geese have under- 
gone a phenomenal increase, due apparently to a 
highly successful breeding season, since a majority 
of the birds seen are immatures. Mallard, pintail 
and both the teals are plentiful; redheads are mak- 
ing a good showing on the lower coast, but not in 
the Galveston Bay region; as for some years past; 
scaup are definitely on the decline; ring-necks, 
after doing well for a few years, are scarce once 
more. 

In spotted localities Wilson’s snipe are numerous 
but they are not spread generally over the region. 
Pied-billed grebes continue to thrive and increase. 
Coot have become over-abundant everywhere. Star- 
lings are increasing. Mrs. Hagar reports a good 
showing of hawks in the Rockport area, but they 
have been relatively scarce in the Galveston Bay 
area. The sandhill crane is holding its own or bet- 
ter. The shore-bird situation is obscure; and it is 
too early to speak authoritatively about the perch- 
ing birds. 

No rarities were reported except a_ vermilion 
flycatcher at Cove on September 17, a very early 
date. Mrs. Hagar reports 12 Mexican grebes at 
Rockport, October 21, where the species was never 
seen until a few years ago, and none at all on a 
trip on October 22 in the Rio Grande Valley, where 
the species rightfully belongs. 

ARRIVALS—Most species of our winter visitors 
arrived at about the usual time, but they did not 
appear in numbers until after the cold, rainy 
weather of early and mid-November. This obser- 
vation applies especially to the ducks. The Ana- 
tidae arrived in the Galveston region in their cus- 
tomary pattern: (1) an early group of dabblers, 
including the blue-winged teal, August 20, pintail, 
September g and shoveller, September 17; (2) the 
geese, including the blue and lesser snow, Septem- 
ber 30, Canada, October 7 and white-fronted the 
first week in October; (3) the second flight of dab- 
bling ducks, including mallard, November 3, gad- 
wall, November 5; (4) the diving ducks, including 
ring-necks, November 5, scaup, November 8, can- 
vas-back, November 13. (All these dates are from 
\. K. McKay at Cove.) Redheads arrived, at. Rock- 
port, October 29 and were present just east‘ of 
Bolivar, November 3. The dates for‘ the geese and 
the diving ducks were about a week earlier than 
usual, 

Ospreys appeared suddenly and simultaneously 
all over the region: Rockport, October 13;¥Shel- 
don, October 15; Kemah, October 15; Cove, October 
\5- Some comparisons of arrival dates may be in- 
leresting: Wilson’s snipe at Cove, October’ 15, 
Rockport, October 21; flicker at Sheldon, Septem- 
ber 25, Houston, October 8, Cove, October 10, 
Rockport, October 19; starling at Houston, Novem- 
her 1, Rockport, November 9; American pipit at 
Houston, November 9, Rockport, November 11; 
golden and ruby-crowned kinglets at Houston and 
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Cove, November 5; myrtle warbler at Houston, 
October 29, Cove, November 5, Rockport, Novem- 
ber 10. 

Some species of special interest in this region ap- 
peared at Rockport as follows: American rough- 
leg, November 8, marbled godwit, October 8, 
avocet, October 21, vermilion flycatcher, Novem- 
ber 8. 

DEPARTURES—Because of war conditions, last 
dates for ail species but those with open and ob- 
vious habits are in doubt. But some last dates that 
are probably genuine follow: green heron, Cove, 
October 11; nighthawk, Houston, October 16; 
ruby-throated hummingbird, Sheldon, October 2; 
crested flycatcher, Cove, September 24; barn swal- 
low, Cove, November 5; rough-winged swallow, 
Cove, November 13; redstart Houston, October 8; 
black-throated green warbler, Houston, October 
8; blue grosbeak, Cove, October 27. 

A flock of eastern kingbirds was seen migrating 
go miles west of Houston on September 2 and 400 
anhingas migrated over Sheldon on October 2.— 
Georce G. Wittams,The Rice Institute, Houston, 
Texas. 


SAN FRANCISCO REGION | The fall season has 
been one of mild temperatures with early rains 
which came at frequent intervals and in amounts 
sufficient to start the 
growth of new vegetation. 
Observers reporting are 
few but enthusiastic over 
the results of their efforts 
in the field this year. In- 
dividual birds on land 
and along the shore have 
been seen in special num- 
bers. Good stocks of bird 
food, especially fruits, 
have been available in 
many localities. In some 
instances fruits were left 
to dry on the bushes as 
kinds more widely favored became available. 
Presence and movements of water birds again 
take a prominent part of the report for this area. 
At Alameda, on September 24, Mrs. Kelly saw a 
great concentration of shore birds, so great it was 
impossible even to estimate the numbers. She con- 
sidered this the height of the migration..Numerous 
items are worth permanent record. White pelican, 
San Jose, 38 circling overhead on September 23 
(Grinnell, Austin), Dumbarton Bridge, few on Octo- 
ber 1 (Kelly); snowy heron, Berkeley Aquatic Park, 
1 on November 11 (Elwonger); blue-winged teal, 
Gray Lodge Duck Refuge, 10 on September 17 and 
go (Johnston); ruddy duck, Berkeley Aquatic Park, 
4 on October 26 (K.); semipalmated plover, Ala- 
meda, 1 on September 24 (K.); black-bellied plover, 
about 400 on September 21 and about 500 on 
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November 15 (K.); Wilson’s snipe, near Point 
Lobos, 2 on September 27 (Williams); black turn- 
stone, Alameda, 2 on October 14 (K.), Berkeley 
Aquatic Park, 4 on November 11 (E.); Hudsonian 
curlew, Alameda, about 400 on September 21, 1 on 
October 5 (K.); spotted sandpiper, Alameda, Sep- 
tember 26, El Cerrito Hill, October 26 (K.); pectoral 
sandpiper, near Point Lobos, 1 from September 27 
to October 4, Carmel River-mouth, 2 on October 
1 (W.); red-backed sandpiper, Alameda, 1 on Oc- 
tober 7, few October 14, increasing October 25 
(K.); sanderling, El Cerrito Hill, about 1000 on 
October 26 (K.); avocet, Alameda, 30 on September 
21, 60 on October 14 (K.), Gray Lodge Duck 
Refuge, 16 on October 14 (J.), Berkeley Aquatic 
Park, 2 on November 11 (E.); black-necked stilt, 
Gray Lodge Duck Refuge, 1 on September 17, 2 
on September go (J.); pomarine jaeger, Berkeley 
Aquatic Park, October 6 (Tillotson). 

Mention of hawks is scarce, but members of the 
group deserve continuous attention. Red-bellied 
hawk, Tularcitos Creek, Monterey County, Novem- 
and 25 (Linsdale); duck hawk, Alameda, 
October 5 (Kelly); pigeon hawk, Carmel River- 
mouth, October 1 (Williams). 

The records assembled below pertain mainly to 
summer residents in the region but not necessarily 
at the locality here reported. Usually the mention 
is for late presence even when the individuals were 
transients of some northern race, the local repre- 
sentatives of which had previously departed. Allen’s 
hummingbird, Berkeley, 2 on September 19 (Har- 
well); Cassin’s kingbird, Hastings Reservation, No- 
vember 6 (Weston); western flycatcher, Berkeley, 
September 26 (Allen), Hastings Reservation, Octo- 
ber 2 (Weston); wood pewee, Berkeley, October 1 
(Pitelka); tree swallow, Gray Lodge Duck Refuge, 
September go (Johnston); bank swallow, 5 miles 
west of Live Oak, 4 on September 25 (J.); barn 
swallow, Gray Lodge Duck Refuge, September 17 
and go (J.); house wren, Strawberry Canyon sev- 
eral on October 1 (P.); canyon wren, Point Lobos, 
November 5 (Williams); warbling vireo, Golden 
Gate Park, September 23 (K.); yellow warbler, 
Golden Gate Park, October 4 (K.); pileolated war- 
bler, Golden Gate Park, October 4 (K.), Lake 
Temescal, November 5 (Curtis); yellow-breasted 
chat, Berkeley, September 19 (Harwell), Hastings 
Reservation, September 21 (Weston); yellow-headed 
blackbird, dairy east of Point Lobos, 1 on Septem- 
ber 20 (Williams); western tanager, Golden Gate 
Park, 2 on September 23 (K.). 

A noticeable influx of wintering species and 
species of irregular winter occurrence came in the 
last week of September. Winter birds continued to 
come, however, all through the period. Red-shafted 
flicker, Strawberry Canyon, numerous, flying in 
small groups over hills and toward west or north- 
west, a few stopped in the canyon, on October 1 
(Pitelka); yellow-shafted flicker, Cordonices Park, 
Berkeley, November 11 (Kelly); red-breasted sap- 
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sucker, Golden Gate Park, October 4 (K.); red 
breasted nuthatch, Carmel Highlands, Septembe 
22, Point Lobos, October 8 (Williams);  winte 
wren, Carmel Highlands, September 16 (W.), Berke 
ley, October 4 (Allen); varied thrush, Carmé 
Highlands, 2 on September 24 (W.), Strawbern 
Canyon, several on October 1 (P.); hermit thru 

Hastings Reservation, October 2 (Weston), Berke 
ley, October 3 (K.), Carmel Highlands, 2 on October 
4 (Williams); blue-gray gnatcatcher, Carmel, Sep 
tember 26 (W.); ruby-crowned kinglet, Hasting 
Reservation, September 19 (Linsdale), Golden Gat 
Park, September 23 “(K.), Carmel Highlands, Sep 
tember 24 (W.); pipit, 5 miles east of Hayward 
October 16 (Brock); cedar waxwing, Mills College 
October 10 (B.), Ross, October 28 (K.); Harris) 
sparrow, Hastings Reservation, 1 banded on No 
vember 18 (Weston); white-throated sparrow, Hast 
ings Reservation, 1 banded on November 

(Linsdale), Oakland, November g (Curtis); white 
crowned sparrow, Hastings Reservation, Septembe! 
17 (L.); golden-crowned sparrow, Alameda, Sep 
tember 26 (K.), Hastings Reservation, Septem 

27 (Weston),-Carmel, September 29 (Williams) 
fox sparrow, Alameda, September 26, Carmel, Se 
tember 21 (W.); Lincoln’s sparrow, Hastings R 

ervation, September 20 (Weston), Carmel, Septem 
ber 26 (Williams). 

The winter visitant which attracted most atten 
tion this year for its early arrival, widespread « 
currence and extra numbers, was the _ golden 
crowned kinglet. After it was detected on Septem 
18 by A. H. Miller at Berkeley, nearly every ob 
server found numerous small flocks from ¢ 
vicinity of Nevada City, Nevada County, to Carmé 
and Hastings Reservation, Monterey County.—JeE\ 
M. Linspate, Hastings Reservation, Jamesbuy 
Route, Monterey, Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGION _ Ther 
were two days in October on which precipitation 
occurred, the 22nd and gist; .o5 and .o1 inche 
respectively. On Novem 
ber 10-15, 


fell; about 

Los Angeles and 
inches at Lake Arrow 
head. 

Ken Stott, Jr., report 
on ocean species in th 
San Diego area, as fo 
lows: September 15, Sai 
Diego Bay, _ parasil) 
jaegers fairly commor 


4 Seen at one time; 
off Point Loma, 
footed albatross; 28th, off San Clemente Isl: 
pomarine jaeger, Sabine’s gull, Scripp’s murrele 
large flocks of black petrels; 28th, off Point Lom 
pink-footed shearwater, pair of mallards sixts mil 
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rom land; October 4, 1 common tern; 15th, Mission 


Bay, small flocks of black brant; 15th, Ocean 
Beach, surf-bird. On October 9, a dead sooty shear- 
water was found on the beach at del Rey by Bill 
awson. October 28, Mrs. Daugherty reports great 
iocks of sooty shearwaters off Huntington Beach. 

I have the following observations from the San 
abriel River Sanctuary area: September 14 to 16, 
ore male Anna’s hummingbirds than usual, some 
booming; 29th, Texas nighthawk; October 8, 4 
prange-crowned warblers; 15th, duck hawk; 18th, 
wainson’s hawk. November 18, Miss Rusterholtz 
oted a pair of phainopeplas in this area. 

FE. Z. Rhett reports: from Carpenteria, September 
17, 5 greater and 8 lesser yellow-legs, 1 pigeon 
awk, 5 knots, 2 large-billed sparrows, 1 osprey; 
Xctober 15, an osprey again and 2 ruddy turn- 
tones; at Santa Barbara, October 10, a _ russet- 
backed thrush was banded; November 10, 20 Ore- 
gon juncos. 

rom Big Bear Lake, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Kent 
report: September 23 to October 14, 2 vesper 
parrows, 1 white-crowned (Leucophrys subspecies), 
100 Brewer's sparrows, 50 robins, 2 pigeon hawks, 
goo turkey vultures in one flock, 1 osprey, 70 white 
pelicans, 2 Wilson’s snipes, 25 mallards, 500 bald- 
pates, 20,000 pintails, 100 green-winged, 2 blue- 
winged and 20 cinnamon teals, 500 shovellers, 15 
redheads, 2 canvas-backs, 250 ruddies, 7000 coots 
and goo Audubon’s warblers. 

From other places: September 16, Huntington 
Beach, 100 barn swallows (C.); September 19, Pasa- 
dena, 2 MacGillivray’s warblers (Quattlebaum); 
September 28, del Rey, wandering tattler (D.); 
October 4, Santa Monica, brown pelicans very 
numerous (Wilson); October 4, San Diego, red- 
breasted nuthatch in eucalyptus (Stott); October 
j, Santa Monica and November 7, Banning, fer- 
tuginous rough-leg (W.); October 9, del Rey, 18 
large-billed sparrows (Stultz); October 9, del Rey, 
black and ruddy turnstones (Mrs. C. P. Smith); 
October 15, Mts. Mendenhall and Gleason, two 
flocks of 45 and 115 little brown and _ sandhill 
cranes (D.); October 15, Lake Hodges and October 
21, Cuyamaca Lake, osprey (Sams); October 17, 
del Rey, duck Hawk (Stultz); October 28, Carlsbad, 
fo American ravens (D.); October 29, Brawley, 50 
turkey vultures, 500 white-faced glossy ibises, 300 


great blue herons (Nelson); November 4, Griffith 
Park, 1 cackling goose (Stultz); November 13, 
Griffith Park, 1 Florida gallinule, 1 sora rail, 2 
Wilson’s snipe, 32 greater yellow-legs, 31 snowy 
egrets (Stultz); November 19, Santa Monica, 5 
surf-birds (Murdock). 

First records of the season reported are: Gambel’s 
sparrow, September 11 and 13, Eagle Rock (Yost), 
2ist, Altadena (Q.), 23rd, San Gabriel River Sanc- 
tuary area (C.), 25th, Santa Barbara (R.), goth 
Banning, 1 seen, next day there were 62 (W.); 
Nuttal’s sparrow, September 17, Carpenteria (R.); 
golden-crowned sparrow, September 17, Santa Bar- 
bara (R.), October 3, Altadena (Q.), October 22, 
Padua Hills (H.), November 4, San Gabriel River 
Sanctuary area at feeding table (C.); Lincoln’s 
sparrow, September 16, Santa Barbara (R.), October 
8, San Gabriel River Sanctuary area, at feeding 
table (C.); Hudsonian curlew, July 12, Redondo 
Beach (Shuart); red-tailed hawk, September 15, San 
Gabriel River Sanctuary area (not present here in 
summer) (C.); Audubon’s warbler, September 27, 
San Gabriel River Sanctuary area, numerous in 
walnut grove (C.); ruby-crowned kinglet, Septem- 
ber 25, Altadena (Q.), October 1, San Diego (Ab- 
bott); October 5, San Gabriel River Sanctuary 
area (C.). 

RARITIES—September 24, San Gabriel River 
Sanctuary, male vermilion flycatcher (Dr. Bell), 
and the same day and place, a summer tanager 
(no details given). October 7, at Los Angeles, C. V. 
Duff banded a Tennessee warbler. He says this is 
the first southern California record for October; 
that all others (four only) are for the latter part 
of September. October 14, Arroyo Seco, Highland 
Park, Mrs. Hight observed a black and white 
warbler, feeding and bathing all day in her garden. 

BEHAVIOR—October 15, Mts. Mendenhall and 
Gleason, Mrs. Daugherty writes: “At least 5000 
white pelicans, looking out and down from 6000 
foot altitude across the Mojave Desert—evidently 
their regular migration lane. Great flocks were 
milling all the way from around 1000 feet funnel- 
ing up high in the air to above our 6000 foot 
level. Smaller flocks of 200 or 300 forming and 
breaking away off to the south, great sight with sun 
shining on black and white.”—J. H. Compy, Box 
378F, Whittier, California. 


NOTICE 


Due to increased costs of paper, printing and distribution, we find it necessary 
to put this Edition (containing four Season Reports, a Breeding Bird Census 
and a Christmas Count) on a self-supporting basis and will, therefore, make an 
additional charge of $1 per year for it. 


The second section now carries the title of Audubon Field Notes, and in 1945 
the schedule of publication is as follows: 


Jan.-Feb—FALL MIGRATION 

March-A pril—45th CHRISTMAS COUNT 
May-June—WINTER SEASON 
July-August—SPRING MIGRATION 
Sept.-Oct.—NESTING SEASON 
Nov.-Dec.-NINTH BREEDING BIRD CENSUS 


Members, when renewing membership in future, will need to include an extra 
dollar if they wish to receive this Edition in two sections. Subscribers, as distinct 
from members, may renew subscriptions in future for the National Edition of 
the magazine (without the end section) for $2 per annum ($2.25 foreign), or for 
the Regular Edition (with the end section) for $3 per annum ($3.25 foreign) . 
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